[image: image1.png]IMPLEMENTATION OF THE FEDERAL PROPERTY
AND ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES ACT OF 1949

Presidential Letter of July 1, 1949 (14 F.R. 3699; 2 CFR).

To All Executive Agencies:

By virtue of the authority vested in me by section
205(a) of the Act entitled “An Act to simplify the pro-
curement, utilization and disposal of Government prop-
erty, to reorganize certain agencies of the Government,
and for other purposes,” approved June 30, 1949 (the
Federal Property and Administrative Services Act of
1949) it is hereby directed that:

1. In cooperation with other interested agencies, the
Administrator of General Services shall institute stud-
ies and surveys to determine the extent to which exist-
ing policies, procedures and directives heretofore pro-
mulgated and remaining in force under section 501 of
the Act, should be modified or revoked in the interest of
promoting greater economy and efficiency in accom-
plishing the purposes of this Act. Careful attention
shall be given to determining the degree of centraliza-
tion in the General Services Administration to be at-
tained in the performance of the functions involved.
When these studies and surveys have been completed
and after consulting with the interested agencies, the
Administrator shall prescribe such regulations as may
be necessary to implement the determinations resulting
from such studies and surveys.

2. After consultation with the Bureau of the Budget
and other Executive agencies, and also with the Gener-
al Accounting Office in respect of such matters as may
be appropriate, including matters affecting its functions
under sections 205(b) and 206(c) of the Act, and at the
earliest possible date, the Administrator of General
Services shall establish such standards, prescribe such
regulations, and prepare and issue such manuals and
procedures as may be necessary to guide all Executive
agencies in ascertaining whether their operations in the
field of property and records management are efficient
and economical as well as consistent with established
Government policies.
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[image: image2.png]3. In accordance with directives to be issued by the
Administrator of General Services, each Executive
agency shall promptly institute surveys to determine
excess personal property and that portion of excess real
property, including unimproved property, under their
control which might be suitable for office, storage, and
related facilities, and shall promptly report to the Ad-
ministrator as soon as each survey is completed.

4. Each Executive agency shall carefully plan and
schedule its requirements for supplies, equipment, ma-
terials and all other personal property in order that
necessary stocks may be maintaine«; at minimum levels
and high-cost small-lot purchasing avoided.

5. Under section 201(c) of the Act, Executive agencies
are permitted to apply exchange allowances and pro-
ceeds of sale in payment of property acquired. The Ad-
ministrator shall promptly prescribe regulations speci-
fying the extent to which Executive agencies may exer-
cise this authority, and pending the issuance of such
regulations, no Executive agency shall exercise this au-
thority except to the extent permitted by, and in ac-
cordance with the provisions of, statutes in force prior
to the taking effect of this Act.

6. Section 502(d) of the Act provides that certain pro-
grams and functions now being carried on by various
Executive agencies shall not be impaired or ected by
the provisions of the Act. However, the attention of
these agencies is called specifically to the purposes of
this legislation and they shall, insofar as practicable,
procure, utilize and dispose of property in accordance
with the provisions of the Act and the regulations
issued thereunder in order that the greatest overall effi-
ciency and economy may be effected. These same agen-
cies shall also cooperate with the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services in the making of surveys of property and
property management practices and in the establish-
ment of inventory levels as provided in section 206(a)1)
and (2) of the Act.

July 1, 1949 HARRY S. TRUMAN
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